SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
The Greeks,  in contrast, were a priori liberals.
Except in the case of Sparta, whose outlook was very
like that of the Nazis in Germany, the Greek neither
looked backwards nor forwards.  His past dissolved
easily into timeless mythology; his future did not seem
to enter into political consciousness. He modelled his
present life as a sculptor models clay, in the im-
mediately pleasing image of rational liberalism.  The
Athenians, Solon, Cleisthenes, Pericles, each, in the
long history of the city, conceived of civic life as
something that could be modelled immediately into
shape, by the intelligence of the living philosopher
statesman.   The absence of a sense of slowly or
swiftly gathering momentum in time, or of a succession
of material stages of evolution, as in Marxism, in
Plato's Republic, is very significant in this regard.
Egypt was agricultural and military.   Greece was a
maritime and commercial civilisation, resting upon
contacts between man and man, rather than upon the
one-sided interrelation between man and Providence,
as in Egypt. The Egyptian required a suitable attitude
to work and to nature, an attitude of unchanging
routine.  The Greeks, on the other hand, required a
suitable body of laws to govern the relations of
traders.   The latter demand is satisfied by a "con-
stitution," a body of legislative enactments brought